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UM EXTERNAL RESEARCH FUNDING HITS ALL-TIME HIGH 
MISSOULA —
In fiscal year 1989, the University of Montana pulled in a 
record $8.75 million in external funding for research projects 
ranging from cultivating huckleberries to evaluating hazards at 
Superfund sites.
That figure represents a 24 percent increase over the 
previous year's record of $6,666,423.
"This places us in at least the upper 5 percent of all 
public universities that don't have medical or engineering 
schools," UM Associate Vice President for Research Ray Murray 
says of the most recent report.
The record-high external funding is "a remarkable tribute to 
our faculty, given the level of support we've been able to offer 
and the lack of salary increments," UM President James Koch says. 
"It’s also confirmation that the investment of indirect-cost 
dollars Montana has made at UM definitely has paid off."
UM's sponsors include the National Endowment for the 
Humanities; National Science Foundation; National Institutes of 
Health; and U.S. Forest Service, Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Environmental Protection Agency, Bureau of Land Management,
Bureau of Indian Affairs and Education and Energy departments.
Besides funding research on topics like wolves, knapweed and 
services for developmentally disabled people, the sponsors
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support activities such as the Montana Writing Project, Taft 
Seminar for Teachers and UM Drug and Alcohol Prevention Program.
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